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Locking Down Violence 
Codebook 

Brancati, Birnir and Idlbi 
 
 
 

Time Period: 31 December 2018-28 June 2020 
Unit of Analysis: country-week; governorate week. 
ISO: International Organization for Standardization Country Code 
startdateISO: first day of the week/unit of analysis  
enddateISO: last day of the week/unit of analysis 
 
 
Violence:  
 
All measures of violence are based on Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED) (See: 
https://acleddata.com), which provides daily counts of violent events based on a range of local, regional and national 
Sources. The sources for the events included in our analysis are primarily the professional media (print and 
television), but they also include forms of civic journalism (e.g., Liveuamap), social media sites (e.g., Facebook and 
Twitter) -- where governments and ISIS  reports attacks, and non-governmental organizations (e.g., Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights). It is the only public available dataset the allows us to measure violent events cross-
nationally up-to the present day.   
 
In compiling our counts of ``ISIS-initiated violent events'', we first extracted from ACLED all violent events involving 
the “Islamic State (Egypt)”, “Islamic State (Iraq)”, and “Islamic State (Syria)” as either "actor1" or "actor2".  We 
dropped from these data the following sub-event types since they were non-violent events: agreements (e.g., 
troop surrenders), arrests, disrupted weapons use (e.g., seizure of weapons and the defusing of detonation devices 
prior to explosion), change to group/activity" (i.e. movement of forces), and other-the discovery of mass graves.  
We then hand-coded the events based on the "notes" describing the violent events as to whether ISIS was the 
initiator of the act, likely the initiator, receiver of the violent act, or whether it was unclear who the initiator was.  
Two coders independently coded the events. The intercoder reliability was high - 95.86%. A third expert coder 
resolved the discrepancies between the two. 
 
ISIS-involved Violence (isisinvolved_wk):  number of violent (defined above) in which ISIS was involved either as 
the initiator or the recipient of the violence.  
 
ISIS-Initiated Violence (isis_wk): number of violent events (defined above) in which ISIS-initiated the violence.  
 
Likely ISIS-Initiated Violence (isislikely_wk): number of violent-events (defined above) in which ISIS-was likely the 
initiator of the violence.  These are cases were the news indicated that the initiator was ``likely'', ``suspected'' or 
``assumed'' to be ISIS.  
 
ISIS- and Likely ISIS-Initiated Violence (isisandlikely_wk): number of violent-events (defined above) in which ISIS-
was or likely was the initiator of the violence 
 
Deadly ISIS- and Likely ISIS-Initiated Violence (isisandlikelyfatal_wk): number of violent-events (defined above) in 
which ISIS-was or likely was the initiator of the violence that resulted in at least one death 
 
Unclear ISIS-Initiated Violence (isisunclear_wk):  number of violent-events (defined above) in which ISIS-was 
involved but it is unclear whether ISIS was initiator of the violence or not.  The news reports in these cases would 
indicate that ISIS “clashed with” or “exchanged shelling with” another actor.   
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Anti-ISIS Initiated Violence (vsisis_wk): number of violent-events (defined below) initiated against ISIS.  
 
 
Unknown Non-State Actor-involved Violence (unknownactor_wk): number of violent events against civilians 
involving a unidentified non-state actor for which the initiator of the act is unknown.  To determine these we 
extracted all events involving ``violence against civilians” by an "unidentified armed group (Iraq)", "unidentified 
armed group (Syria), and "unidentified armed group (Egypt)".   
 
COVID-19 Related Variables 
 
COVID-19 ERA (Case) (COVID19eracase)=marks the start and end of the COVID-19 pandemic in the country based 
on cases.   A week is coded 1 if it coincides with or occurs after the first reported COVID-19 case in a country, and 
coded 0 if it occurs before the first reported case in a country, or if occur after the first reported case in a country 
and if there are no reported cases in this week and six weeks afterwards. 
 
Note: Iraq: the first reported case was 22 Feb 2020 according the World Health Organization. Other sources report 
it as 24 February 2020. It is coded according to WHO.  Syria: the first reported case was 22 March 2020. WHO reports 
it a few days later. It is coded according to the news. Egypt reports the first case and death on the 6 and the 8 of 
March respectively. WHO records it one week later. It is coded according to the news.   
 
Sources: 
 

• Iraq: WHO. “WHO Technical Mission Visits Iraq to Step Up COVID-19 Detection and Response 
Activities,” WHO, 15 March 2020. Accessed 3 June 2020. http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-
news/who-technical-mission-visits-iraq-for-covid-19-response.html 

 
• Syria: “Syria Confirms 1st Case of COVID-19,” NPR, 23 March 2020;  “War-Torn Syria Braces for 

Lockdown after First Virus Case,” ABC News, 23 March 2020.  
 

• Egypt: “Egypt Registers First Coronavirus Case in an Egyptian National Returning from Europe,” Reuters, 5 
March 2020.  

 
COVID19 Era (death) (COVID19eradeath): marks the start and end of the COVID-19 pandemic in the country based 
on deaths.  A week is coded 1 if it coincides with or occurs after the first reported COVID-19 death in a country, and 
coded 0 if it occurs before the first reported death in a country, or if occur after the first reported death in a country 
and if there are no reported deaths in this week and six weeks afterwards. 
 
Note:  Iraq: the first reported case was either 4 March 2020 or 5 March 2020 (which does not make a difference to 
the coding of the week).  Syria: 29 March 2020 

Source:  Iraq: Maysaa Kadhim Al-Malkey and Maitham Ahmed Al-Sammak, “Incidence of the COVID-19 in Iraq – 
Implications for Travelers,” Travel Medicine Infectious Disease, 2020 May 13: 101739; Syria: “Coronavirus/ Syria 
Reports First Death Amid Warning of Spread,” BBC News, 30 March 2020 

COVID19 Weeks (COVID19weeks): identifies the number of weeks that have passed since the first death from 
COVID-19 in a country.  

Source: See above.  

US COVID19 Era (death) (USCOVID19eradeath): marks the start and end of the COVID-19 pandemic in the USA 
based on deaths.  A week is coded 1 if it coincides with or occurs after the first reported COVID-19 death in a the 
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US, and coded 0 if it occurs before the first reported death in the US, or if occur after the first reported death in a 
country and if there are no reported deaths in this week and six weeks afterwards. 

US Cumulative Number of COVID19 Deaths (CDC) (usCOVIDcumdeathCDC): cumulative number of deaths each 
week in the US from COVID according to the Center for Disease Control. Source: “Deaths Involving Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19), Pneumonia, and Influenza Reported to NCHS by Week Ending Date and by State,” 
https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19-Death-Counts-by-Week-Ending-D/r8kw-7aab 
 
Note:  Data are based on 29 June 2020. CDC figures will change depending on week data are pulled as previous 
weeks are updated when new information is reported.  
 
US Cumulative Number of COVID19 Deaths Date (CDC) (usCOVIDcumdeathdateCDC): date for which the US 
cumulative death figures in a given week are based.  
 
US Cumulative Number of COVID19 Deaths (WHO) (usCOVIDcumdeathsWHO): cumulative number of deaths 
each week in the US from COVID-19 according to the World Health Organization. Source:  WHO Situation Reports, 
No 34, 41, 55, 62, 69, 76, 83, 90, 97, 104, 111, 118, 125, 132, 139, 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports 
 
US Cumulative Number of COVID19 Deaths Date (WHO) (usCOVIDcumdeathsdateWHO): Date for which the US 
cumulative death figures in a given week are based.  
 
Cumulative Number of COVID19 Deaths (WHO) (COVIDcumdeathsWHO): cumulative number of deaths each week 
from COVID -19 according to the World Health Organization. Source:  WHO Situation Reports, No 34, 41, 55, 62, 
69, 76, 83, 90, 97, 104, 111, 118, 125, 132, https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-
2019/situation-reports. 
 
Cumulative Number of COVID19 Deaths Date (WHO) (COVIDcumdeathsdateWHO cumulative number of deaths 
each week from COVID-19 according to the World Health Organization. Source:  WHO Situation Reports, No 34, 41, 
55, 62, 69, 76, 83, 90, 97, 104, 111, 118, 125, 132, https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-c 

Curfews (dichotomous) (curfewsdi):  the presence of curfews in the country, coded dichotomously as follows:  0 if 
no official curfews imposed on ANY governorate or location within any governorate, and 1 if curfews imposed on 
SOME or ALL governorate or locations within some governorates. 

Curfews (trichotomous) (curfewstri):  the presence of curfews in the country, coded trichotomously as follows:  0 if 
no official curfews imposed on ANY governorate or location within any governorate;  1 if official curfews imposed 
on SOME governorate or locations within some governorate; and 2 if official curfews are imposed on ALL 
governorates or locations within all governorates.  
 
Iraq 
 

• 2-5 October 2019. Source: “Iraq Declares Curfews as Gunfights Rage and Protests Spread Nationwide,” 
Reuters, 2 October 2019; “America is Ignoring Iraq’s Turbulent Protests at Its Peril, Security Experts Say.”  
Business News, November 14 2019; “ لاوجتلا رظح عفرب رمأy يدهملا دtع ..قارعلا ,” Anadolu Agency, 05 October 
2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/1602736 �لاوجتلا - رظح - عفرب - yرمأ - يدهملا - دtع - قارعلا�ة���علا - لودلا  Note: The 
protests stopped on 8 October and resumed on 25 October. 

 
• 24 – 27 October 2019. Curfew imposed in Diyala. “ �� لماش لاوجت رظح ضرف ..قارعلا

�اyد � ,” Anadoly Agency, 24 
October 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ ��-لماش-لاوجت-رظح-ضرف-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا

1625256�-�اyد-�  
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• 25 - 27 October 2019.  Curfews imposed. Source: “Friday's [death toll in Iraqi protests surges to 27; 
Curfew imposed in 7 provinces”, Kurdistan 24, 25 October 2019; “Protesters Gather in Streets Despite 
Overnight Curfew in Baghdad,” VOA, 28 October 2019; “Iraq Army Declares Curfew in Baghdad after 
Student Protests,” The Times of Israel, 28 October 2019; “ )ردصم( ���ونج تاظفاحم ٦ ب لاوجت رظح ضرف ..قارعلا ,” 
Anadolu Agency, 25 October 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ -6ـ -لاوجت-رظح-ضرف-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا

1626570�ردصم-ة��¢نج-تاظفاحم  
 

• 28 – 29 October 2019. Curfew imposed in Karbala. “ �©�ل لاوجت رظح نلعت ءلا�¤ك ..قارعلا ,” Anadolu Agency, 28 
October 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ 1628452��©�ل-لوجت-رظح-نلعت-ءلا��ك-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا  

 
• 29 – 30 October 2019. Curfew imposed in Babel. “ �� لاوجت رظح ضرف ..قارعلا

)ردصم( ل ا  � ,” Anadolu Agency, 29 
October 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ ��-لاوجت-رظح-ضرف-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا

4816299�-ردصم-ل ا -�  
 

• 29 October – 05 November 2019. Curfew imposed in Baghdad. “ �� �©�للا لاوجتلا رظح عفري شªجلا
 ةمصاعلا �

ة�قارعلا ,” Anadolu Agency, 05 November 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ -رظح-عفري-شªجلا�ة���علا-لودلا
��-�©�للا-لاوجتلا

1636660�-ة�قارعلا-ةمصاعلا-�  
 

• 30 – 31 October 2019. Curfew imposed in Diyala. “ �� �²سرلا ماودلل ل�طعتو لاوجت رظح ..قارعلا
ءاع�رلأا �اyد � ,” 

Anadolu Agency, 30 October 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ -ماودلل-ل�طعتو-لاوجت-رظح-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا
��-�²سرلا

1630170�-ءاع�رلأا-�اyد-�  
 

• 31 October – 1 November 2019. Curfew imposed in al-Shutra district in Zi Qar province. “  لاوجتلا رظح ضرف
ة�قارعلا راق يذ ةظفاحم ة�ضقأ دحأ  ,” Anadolu Agency, 31 October 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ -لودلا

1632397�-ة�قارعلا-راق-يذ-ةظفاحم-ة�ضقأ-دحأ -لاوجتلا-رظح-ضرف�ة���علا  
 

• 2 November 2019. GOI reduced the curfew in Baghdad to 4 hours from 6. Source: “Iraqi Authorities 
Reduce Curfew Hours in Baghdad as Protests Continue,” Xinhua | English.news.cn. 2 November 2019; 
Iraqi Officials Order to Lift Curfew in Baghdad Despite Ongoing Anti-Govt Protests.” Press TV, 06 
November 2019.  

• 14 – 15 November 2019. Curfew imposed in one district in Zi Qar. “ �� لاوجت رظح ضرف ..قارعلا
 يذ ة�ضقأ دحأ �

راق ,” Anadolu Agency, 14 November 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ ��-لاوجت-رظح-ضرف-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا
�-

1645705�راق-يذ-ة�ضقأ-دحأ  

• 16 – 18 November 2019. Curfew imposed in one district in Zi Qar province. “  مامأ نومصتعy نورهاظتم ..قارعلا
�� ة��¾½لا ة¼�يدم

ة¿tلا � ,” Anadolu Agency, 16 November 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ -قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا
��-ة��¾½لا-ة¼�يدم-مامأ-نومصتعy-نورهاظتم

1647559�-ة¿tلا-�  

• 17 – 18 November 2019. Curfew imposed in one district in Zi Qar province. “  دحأ  لاوجت رظح ضرف ..قارعلا
راق يذ ة�ضقأ ,” Anadolu Agency, 18 November 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ -رظح-ضرف-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا

1649017�راق-يذ-ة�ضقأ-دحأ -لاوجت  

• 27 November 2019. Local authorities imposed a curfew following the anti-government protests in Najaf. 
Source: “Iraq Protesters Torch Iran Consulate in Najaf, Curfew Imposed.” Reuters, 27 November 2019; 
“ �� نملأا فلم ةرادÆب يركسع دئاق ف�لÁت

ة�قارعلا فجنلا � ,” Anadolu Agency, 28 November 2019 
https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/1658382�- ة�قارعلا - فجنلا -��

� - نملأا - فلم - ةرادÆب - يركسع - دئاق - ف�لÁت�ة���علا - لودلا  ; “  ..قارعلا
دلاtلا ���ونج ��Éمأ زكرم  ناÇ½نلا نوم�¿y نورهاظتم ,” Anadolu Agency, 28 November 2019 

https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/1658065�- دلاtلا -��� ونج - ��Éمأ - زكرم  - ناÇ½نلا - y¿نوم� - نورهاظتم - قارعلا�ة���علا - لودلا  .  

• 14-18 March 2020. Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) imposed curfew for Erbil and Sulaymaniyah. 
Source:  OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19 Situation Report. No.6, 17 March 2020. 
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• 17-23 March.2020. Federal Iraq /Government of Iraq (GOI) imposed curfew. Source: OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-
19 Situation Report. No.6, 17 March 2020. 

 
•    23-28 March 2020. Curfew extended in Baghdad until 28 March 2020.  Source:  OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19 

Situation Report No.7, 24 March 2020. 
 
•    1 April 2020. Curfew extended in Erbil until 1 April 2020. Source:  OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19 Situation Report 

No.7, 24 March 2020.  
 

• 4-6 April 2020. KRG imposed a two-day complete curfew (no commercial activity or movement permitted, 
even for UN staff) on 4-6 April, in response to a perceived disregard of curfew directives. Source: OCHA. 
IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation Report No.10, 9 April 2020.  

 
• 10 April 2020.  KRG has extended curfews and movement restrictions until 10-April, with a total lockdown 

of movement between 18:00h-00:00h. Source: OCHA. IRAQ: COVID Situation Report No.9, 1 April 2020; 
OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation Report No.10, 9 April 2020.  

 
• 11 April 2020.  GOI extended curfew to 11 April. Source: OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19 Situation Report No.8, 26 

March 2020. 
 

• 16 April 2020.  KRG has extended curfews and movement restrictions until 16 April 2020.  Source: OCHA. 
IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation Report No.11, 16 April 2020.  
 

• 21 April 2020. GOI eases curfew to allow freedom of movement inside the capital Baghdad only between 
6 a.m. until 7 p.m. while maintaining a complete curfew on the Friday-Saturday weekend. Source: “Iraq 
Eases Some Lockdown Restrictions Ahead of Ramadan,” Reuters, 21 April 2020. 
 

• 23 – 24 April 2020.  GOI extended curfew and movement restrictions until Ramadan (23 or 24th of April). 
Source: OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation Report No.11, 16 April 2020.  

 
• 1 May 2020.  KRG has extended curfews and movement restrictions until 1 May. The KRI lockdown had 

previously allowed for some easing of conditions, with a total curfew between 00:00h and 06:00h, and 
some limited movements permitted at other times.  Source: “ �� لماش لاوجت رظح ..قارعلا

د�علا ع¢بسأ � ,” Anadolu 
Agency, 19 May 2020. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ ��-لماش-لاوجت-رظح-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا

1846847�د�علا-ع¢بسأ-�  
 

• 10 May 2020.  KRG relaxes enforcement of curfews and movement restrictions although nominally in 
place. KRI keeps partial curfews in pace until 10 May.  Source: OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation Report 
No.13, 10 May 2020 

 
• 22 May 2020. GOI announced that until 22 May, a total curfew will be in place between 19:00h and 

06:00h each evening of the work week, and all days on Fridays and Saturdays, with limited movements 
permitted at other times. Source: OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation Report No.12, 26 April 2020.  This 
weekend curfew continues to be in effect. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/-��

� - لماش - لاوجت - رظح - قارعلا�ة���علا - لودلا
1846847 �د�علا - ع¢بس  .أ

 
• 22 May 2020.  GOI relaxes enforcement of curfews and movement restrictions although nominally in 

place. KRI keeps partial curfews in pace until 22 May.  Source: OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation Report 
No.13, 10 May 2020.  

 
• 24-28 May 2020. GOI and KRG imposed full curfew was imposed by Iraqi government during Eid. GOI also 

changed the regular curfew hours from 18:00-07:00 to 17:00-05:00. Source: 
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https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/1846847 �د�علا - ع¢بسأ -��
� - لماش - لاوجت - رظح - قارعلا�ة���علا - لودلا ; Gulsen Topcu;  Iraq's 

KRG to Impose COVID-19 Curfew on Eid”, Anadolu Agency, 19 May 2020. 
 

• 31 May-6 June 2020.  GOI and KRG re-imposed strict curfews from 31 May to 6 June 2020. Source: OCHA. 
IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation Report No.14, 1 June 2020. 
 

 
Syria – GoS 
 

• 24 March 2020. GoS announced a curfew would come into effect the next day from 6pm to 6am until 
further notice.  Source: OCHA, WHO. “Syrian Arab Republic: COVID-19 Update No. 03 - 25 March 2020,” 
OCHA, Mar 25, 2020. Accessed 4 June 2020. https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-
republic-covid-19-update-no-03-25-march-2020; “  عنم ررقy انوروك سوÇ½فل يدصتلا ة�ج�تا¾½سا  ��Éعملا �Ïوكحلا ق¼�فلا

احاtص ةسداسلا ¾Éحو ءاسم ةسداسلا نم لوجتلا
Ó

,” SANA, 24 March 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1127969 
 

• 02 April 2020.  GoS extended the curfew on weekends (Friday and Saturday) to be from 12:00 until 6:00 
starting 04/03/2020 until further notice.  Source: “ É¾  12ح Óارهظ  ـلا نم ع¢بسأ لØ نم تÖسلاو ةعمجلا �Ïوي لاوجت رظح

احاtص
Ó

 6 -SANA, 02 April 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1131519.  OCHA, WHO. “Syrian Arab Republic: COVID ”, ـلا
19 Update No. 04 - 2 April 2020,” OCHA, Apr 2, 2020. Accessed 4 June 2020. 
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-covid-19-update-no-04-2-april-
2020 

 
• 23 April 2020. GoS eased curfew hours on the weekend to be between 19:30 & 06:00 until the end of 

Ramadan. Source: “ ة�فاضإ �Ûص رجح زÚارم �Ç½هجتو تÖسلاو ةعمجلا �Ïوي لوجتلا رظح تاقوأ لyدعت ,” SANA, 23 April 
2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1140699 

 
• 14 May 2020. GoS announced a special extension of curfew times for Eid to be between 19:30 & 06:00 

until the end of Eid, and to resume after Eid from 18:00 to 06:00. Source: “  تاءارجÆب ��Éعملا �Ïوكحلا ق¼�فلا
راyأ 30 ةyاغل مداقلا ءاثلاثلا نم Óاراtتعا تاظفاحملا �ßÇب لقنتلا رظح ءاغلإ :انوروك ءا�¢ل يدصتلا ,” SANA, 14 May 2020. 

https://sana.sy/?p=1150570 
 

• 25 May 2020.  GoS decided to end the curfew starting on 05/26/2020. Source: “  تاءارجÆب ��Éعملا �Ïوكحلا ق¼�فلا
تاظفاحملا �ßÇب لقنتلا عنم عفرو دغ نم Óاراtتعا لماØ لÁشâ ضورفملا �©�للا لوجتلا رظح ءاغلإ :انوروك سوÇ½فل يدصتلا ,” SANA, 25 

May 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1155552. 
 
Syria – Kurdish Self-Administration 
 

• 23 January 2019. The Self Administration imposed a curfew on al-Mansora town in Raqqa province 
starting 19:00 on 01/23/2019 until 07:00 on 01/27/2019. Source: “ �� لوجتلا رظح عفرت دسق

�� ةروصنملا �
 ف¼ر �

ةقرلا ,” Horrya, 27 January 2019. https://horrya.net/archives/90366 
 

• 06 February 2019 – 07 February 2019. Raqqa Council imposed a curfew on Raqqa city starting 23:00. On 
02/07/2019 the curfew was lifted at 11:00.  Source: “ �� لاوجتلل رظح نلاعإ :ةقرلا

ةنيدملا � ,” Tamuz Net, 07 
February 2019. http://tamuz-net.net/?p=1184. “ ��دملا ةقرلا سلجم

�� لوجتلا رظح عفري �
ةنيدملا � ,” Smart News, 07 

February 2019. https://smartnews-agency.com/ar/wires/2019-02-07- ��دملا-ةقرلا-سلجم
��-لوجتلا-رظح-عفري-�

�-
ةنيدملا  

 
• 16 October 2019.  Raqqa Council imposed a partial curfew in Raqqa city from 21:00 until 06:00 until 

further notice. (Qutaiba Idlbi:  According to statements on the Council’s Facebook page, the Council never 
lifted the curfew officially. However, in talking to some locals in the city and they said the curfew was not 
really enforced.) Therefore, only the week that the curfew was imposed is coded as a curfew. Source: 
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“ �� لاوجت رظح
�� تاهجاوملا رارمتسا عم ةقرلا �

��امشلا اهف¼ر � ,” Enab Baladi, 16 October 2019. 
https://enabbaladi.net/archives/335491 

 
• 19 March 2020. The Self Administration announced full curfew restrictions on all civilians starting 6:00am 

of 03/23/2020.  Source: “ �� لاوجت رظح ضرفت ة�تاذلا ةرادلإا
انوروك سوÇ½ف ةهجاومل اهترط�س قطانم � ,” Smart News, 19 

March 2020. https://smartnews-agency.com/ar/wires/2020-03-19- -ءارجإØ-لاوجت-رظح-ضرفت-ة�تاذلا-ةرادلإا
انوروك-ةهجاومل-يزا¾½حا  

 
• 21 April 2020 – 01 May 2020.  The Self Administration extended the full curfew for 10 days from 

04/22/2020 to 05/01/2020. Source: “ دويقلا نم اد¼¤م عفرتو لاوجتلا رظح ددمت ة�تاذلا ةراد لإا ,” Kurdistan24, 04 April 
2020. https://www.kurdistan24.net/ar/news/07836e9d-8d48-4ba4-97c6-70eabe8e7934. 

 
• 30 April 2020.  The Self Administration extended the curfew for 10 days from 05/02/2020 to 05/11/2020 

with limited hours from 15:00 to 06:00.  Source: “ ة�فاضإ ماyأ ةìíعل لاوجتلا رظح ددمت ة�تاذلا ةرادلإا ,” Rudaw, 30 
April 2020. https://www.rudaw.net/arabic/kurdistan/300420203 

 
• 11 May 2020. The Self Administration extended the partial curfew until the end of Eid holiday with limited 

hours from 19:00 to 06:00 (except for Hasaka province). Source: “  ة�تاذلا ةرادلإا ..لوجتلا رظح تاءارجإ ف�فخت عم
ïةلاصلا  حمس ��

دجاسملا � ,” Enab Baladi, 13 May 2020. https://enabbaladi.net/archives/383950 
 

• 26 May 2020.  The Self Administration extended the curfew from 05/27/2020 to 06/05/2020 with the 
same hours between 19:00 and 06:00. Source: “ لوجتلا رظح ددمت ا¼روس قñíو لامشل ة�تاذلا ةرادلإا ..انوروك ,” Russia 
Today Arabic, 26 May 2020. https://arabic.rt.com/middle_east/1118036- ��-ة�تاذلا-ةرادلإا

-ا¼روس-قñíو-لامش-�
انوروك-ةهجاوم-نمض-لاوجتلا-رظح-ددمت / 

 
Egypt 
 
Northern Sinai 
 

• “Amid ISIS Insurgency, Egypt to Impose Curfew in Sinai, State Media Says”, Haaretz, 1 December 2018. 
 

• 15 January 2019. GoE imposed curfew in Sinai under emergency laws issued by the president: from Tal 
Rafah (Google Maps link) to al-Oga (Google Maps link) east, from al-Areesh (Google Maps link) to Helal 
Mountain (Google Maps link) west, from Tal Rafah to al-Areesh west, and from al-Oga to Helal Mountain 
south. The curfew is from 19:00 to 06:00 except for al-Areesh city and the highway leading to the city 
from the west to be from 01:00 to 05:00. Source: “  ءانóس لامشâ قطانملا نم ددع  لاوجتلا رظح نلعy ءارزولا سªئر

مويلا نم اراtتعا ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 15 January 2019. https://www.youm7.com/story/2019/1/15/- ءارزولا - سªئر
4106145 �ءانóس - âلامش - قطانملا - نم - ددع  - لاوجتلا - رظح - نلع y 

 
• 25 June 2019. GoE extended the curfew in the same area in Sinai (above) after the President extended the 

emergency status for three months. Source: “  أدtي ءانóس لامش قطانم نم ددع  لاوجتلا رظح  ارارق ردصy ءارزولا سªئر
سªمخلا ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 21 June 2019. https://www.youm7.com/story/2019/7/21/- ارارق - yردص - ءارزولا - سªئر

4343225 �لامش - قطانم - نم - ددع  - لاوجتلا - رظح   
 
Note: Egypt has been under emergency laws since April 2017. The President extended the emergency laws 
implantation 12 times since then. Source: “ ةدyدج رهشأ ةثلاثل ئراوطلا ةلاح ددمªô� yسلا  ١٢ لا ةرملل ,” Al Jazeera, 28 April 
2020. https://www.aljazeera.net/news/politics/2020/4/28/ انوروك - دyدمت - ¿م - �ªôسلا - ئراوطلا - نوناق . The curfews are 
still in place in Northern Sinai.  
 

• 25 March 2020. GoE imposed a ban on movement on all public roads and public transportation from 
19:00 to 06:00 for two weeks. Source: “ 7  نم صاخلاو ماعلا لقنلا لئاسو فاقøyو �ßÇنطاوملا ةكرح رظح نلعت ةموكحلا

 ةعمجلا Ïوي ماتلا قلغلاو احاtص É¾ 6حو ءاسم 5 نم ة¼راجتلا لاحملا قلغو ..دغ نم هyاد  �ßÇعوبسأ ةدمل احاtص É¾ 6حو ءاسم
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ةساردلا ل�طعت دمو ..تÖسلاو ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 24 March 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/3/24/ -ماعلا-لقنلا-لئاسو-فاقøyو-�ßÇنطاوملا-ةكرح-رظح-نلعت-ةموكحلا

4686364�صاخلاو  
 

• 09 April 2020. GoE extended the curfew until 23 April 2020 and changed the hours to be from 20:00 to 
06:00. “ ل¼�بأ É¾ 23ح احاtص 6 ـل ءاسم 8 نم لوجتلا رظح دم ررقت ةموكحلا ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 08 April 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/8/4714207�ـل-6 - ءاسم -8- نم - لوجتلا - رظح - دم - ررقت - ةموكحلا  

 
• 23 April 2020. GoE extends the curfew throughout Ramadan to be from 21:00 to 06:00 until the end of 

Ramadan. Source: “8 ءاسم ةعساتلا نم لاوجتلا رظح اهزربأ ناضمر �� ةموكحلا اهتذختا تاءارجإ ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 23 
April 2020. https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/23/8-- لاوجتلا - رظح - اهزربأ - ناضمر -�� - ةموكحلا - اهتذختا - تاءارجإ
4740300 �ن  م
 

• 17 May 2020. GoE extends the curfew throughout Eid holiday 24 May 2020 – 29 May 2020 to be from 
17:00 to 05:00. Source: “,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 17 May 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/17/4778519 �دحلأا - ءاسم -5- نم - د�علا - للاخ - لاوجتلا - رظح - ةموكحلا - ويد�ف  
 

• 19 May 2020. GoE extends the curfew from 30 May 2020 for 15 days from 20:00 to 06:00. Source: 
“  ءًاسم ةنماثلا نم ويام 30 نم ةyاد  لاوجتلا رظح :دكؤتو ..ويام 28 سªمخلا ¾Éح ويام 23 تÖسلا نم رطفلا د�ع ةزاجإ نلعت ةموكحلا

فلاخملل ه�نج فلاآ 4 ةمارغو ت#ش"ملاو قاوسلأا  ىراtجإ ةمامÿلا ءادترا :رذحتو ..اموي 15 ةدمل ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 19 May 
2020. 17 May 2020. GoE extends the curfew throughout Eid holiday 24 May 2020 – 29 May 2020 to be 
from 17:00 to 05:00. Source: “,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 17 May 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/17/ 4778519�دحلأا-ءاسم-5-نم-د�علا-للاخ-لاوجتلا-رظح-ةموكحلا-ويد�ف  
 

• 11 June 2020. GoE extended the curfew from June 14 2020 to June 30 2020 from 20:00 to 04:00. Source: 
“ لاوجتلا رظحو دجاسملا  ةلاصلاو ناÇ½طلا ةدوع  قلعتت مويلا ةموكحلل تارارق 7 ..ويد�ف ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 11 June 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/6/11/- ةلاصلاو - ناÇ½طلا - ةدوع  - قلعتت - مويلا - ةموكحلل - تارارق -7- ويد�ف
4819135 �دجاسملا   

•  
 

 
Neighboring Country Travel Bans (dichotomous) (neighbanstdi):  the presence of travels bans on neighboring 
countries (dichotomous measure). It is coded as follows:  0 if no official bans on land and/or air travel for people 
and/or cargo/goods with ANY bordering state imposed by either the state (or a unit therein) or neighboring state; 1 
if official bans on land and/or air travel for people and/or cargo/goods with SOME or ALL bordering states imposed 
by either the state (or a unit therein) or neighboring state(s). 
 
Neighboring Country Travel Bans (dichotomous) (neighbanstdi2):  the presence of travels bans on neighboring 
countries (dichotomous measure). It is coded as follows:  0 if no official bans on land and/or air travel for people 
and/or cargo/goods with ANY bordering state imposed by either the state (or a unit therein) or neighboring state, 
OR if official bans on land and/or air travel for people and/or cargo/goods with SOME  bordering states imposed by 
either the state (or a unit therein) or neighboring state(s), and 1 if official bans on land and/or air travel for people 
and/or cargo/goods with ALL bordering states imposed by either the state (or a unit therein) or neighboring state(s). 
 
Neighboring Country Travel Bans (trichotomous) (neighbanstri):  the presence of travels bans on neighboring 
countries (trichotomous measure). It is coded as follows:  0 if no official bans on land and/or air travel for people 
and/or cargo/goods with ANY bordering state imposed by either the state (or a unit therein) or neighboring state; 1 
if official bans on land and/or air travel for people and/or cargo/goods with SOME bordering states imposed by either 
the state (or a unit therein) or neighboring state(s); 2 if official bans on land and/or air travel for people and/or 
cargo/goods with ALL bordering states imposed by either the state (or a unit therein) or neighboring state(s). 
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Egypt  

• 28 April 2019. Egypt closed its only border crossing with Libya from 21:00 on April 27th until the morning 
of April 28th. “ تاعاسل هقلاغإ  Sputnik News Arabic, 28 April ”, دع  ا�&يل عم يدودحلا مولسلا �½عم حتفت ة¼¿ملا تاطلسلا
2019. https://arabic.sputniknews.com/arab_world/201904281040761704- ا� &يل - مولسلا - �½عم - ة¼¿ملا - تاطلسلا / 
 

• 10 November 2019. Egypt closes the Rafah crossing with Gaza for official for one day. “  �ßÇب يدودحلا حفر �½عم
Óادغ قلغم ةزغ عاطقو ¿م ,” al-Anbat News, 09 November 2019. 

http://www.alanbatnews.net/post.php?id=256649  
 

• 8 March 2020. Israel closed its land border with Egypt. Source: “Israel Closes Land Border with Egypt due 
to Coronovirus,” Andalou Agency, 08 March 2020. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-
outbreak/israel-closes-land-border-with-egypt-due-to-coronavirus/1758801 
 

• 19 March 2020. Egypt suspended all air international and domestic travel. Sudan announced all closing on 
border crosses on 16th of March. Border crossings remained open with Libya in April with restrictions. 
Source: “Egypt Suspends All Flights Amid Coronovirus Spread,”Al-Monitor, 16 March 2020, 
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/03/egypt-suspend-flights-coronavirus-sisi.html; 
“Sudan Closes All Border Over Coronavirus Fears.”, Reuters, 16 March 2020, 
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-sudan/update-1-sudan-closes-airports-and-borders-
over-coronavirus-fears-idUSL8N2B987L  
 

• 1 July 2020:  Egypt reinstated international travel. Source: “Egypt to Reopen All Airports on July 1, Aviation 
Minister Says,” Reuters, 14 June 2020. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-
egypt/egypt-to-reopen-all-airports-on-july-1-aviation-minister-says-idUSKBN23L0Q3 

Syria  

• 08 March 2020. First date of ban from Iran. Source: “  ©ع متكتلا  ماظنلل تاماهتاو ناريإ عم تلاحرلا قيلعت :ة¼روس
انوروك ,” Alaraby, 10 March 2020. https://www.alaraby.co.uk/society/2020/3/10/ -متكتلا -يروسلا-ماظنلل-تاماهتا

انوروك-©ع ) 
 

• 16 March 2020. GoL closed the borders with Syria for all travelers until further notice. “  �ßÇب ة¼�½لا دودحلا قلاغإ
انوروك بÖسâ ا¼روسو نانبل ,” Russia Today, 16 March 2020. https://arabic.rt.com/middle_east/1094244-- قلاغإ

انوروك - âسÖب - ا¼روسو - نانبل - �ßÇب - ة¼�½لا - دودحل  /ا
 

• 23 June 2020. GoL partly re-opens the borders with Syria on the 23rd and the 35th of June from 09:00 to 
14:00 only for Lebanese stuck in Syria wanting to come back to Lebanon. “  �½ع ا¼روس عم دودحلا حتف :ماعلا نملاا

مهتلائاع دارفأو �ßÇينانبلل ةyدوبعلاو عنصملا يزكرم ,” al-Manar, 18 June 2020. https://almanar.com.lb/6837140 
 

• 19 March 2020. GoS imposed a travel ban on citizens of Iran, as well as China, Italy, South Korea, Spain, 
Germany, Japan, Belgium, Australia, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Finland 
Source: “ لود ةدع نم �ßÇمداقلا بناجلأاو برعلا لوخد عنم :ة�لخادلا ..انوروك سوÇ½فل ��

 ”, يدصتلل ة¼زا¾½حلاا تاءارجلإا راطإ �
SANA, 19 March 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1126002 
 

• 21 March 2020. International flights banned. Source: “  وكسوم نم ةلحرلاو انوروك بÖسâ ��(راخلا ناÇ½طلا قلعت ا¼روس
ةÇ½خلأا نوكتس دحلأا موي ,” Russia Today Arabic, 21 March 2020. https://arabic.rt.com/middle_east/1096034-

ةÇ½خلأا-دحلأا-وكسوم-ةلحرلاو-انوروك-��(راخلا-ناÇ½طلا-قلعت-ا¼روس /).  
 

• 01 March 2020. Charter flights and flights related to the military will continue to be allowed Source: 
“ ��ودلا قشمد راطم �إ ”ة¼¢جلا تلاحرلا قيلعت“ رارق نم تاءانث*سا ,” Damascus Voice, 31 March 2020. 
https://damascusv.com/archives/22351) 
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April. Officially, flights have not resumed yet. However, in April, it was reported that cargo flights between 
Iran and Syria have resumed. Source: Szakola, Albin, “Syria resumes sanctioned flights from Iran that US 
says are carrying weapons,” The National, 21 April 2020. Accessed 05 June 2020  
https://amp.thenational.ae/world/mena/syria-resumes-sanctioned-flights-from-iran-that-us-says-are-carrying-
weapons-1.1009174?__twitter_impression=true&fbclid=IwAR27dURdGUze4mqGvPAe2jT_UektSz1E2D-
jDnqpyQ75evDj6ppqSLuDL0I 
 

• 30 May 2020. SoG extends the closure of borders with Lebanon (even for Syrians) until further notice 
after many Syrians returning from Lebanon tested positive for COVID19. “ ��انبل ملاعإ

 ا¼روسو نانبل �ßÇب دودحلا :�
وينوي ةyاهن ا�ئزج حتفتس ,” Russia Today, 10 June 2020. https://arabic.rt.com/middle_east/1123015- ��انبل-عقوم

�-
وينوي-ةyاهن-ا�ئزج-حتفتس-ا¼روسو-نانبل-�ßÇب-دودحلا / 

Iraq 

• 04 September 2019, al-Munzeryeh border (Google Maps) was re-opened after being closed (for personnel 
and goods) for years after ISIS took over large swaths of the province. Source: “Newly Resumed Border-
Gate Witnesses Huge Inbound Tourists from Iraq,” FARS Agency, 27 September 2019. 
https://en.farsnews.ir/newstext.aspx?nn=13980705000606 .  “ ناريإ عم يدودحلا ة¼رذنملا ذفنم حاتتفا د�عy قارعلا ,” 
Anadolu Agency, 06 September 2020. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ -ة¼رذنملا-ذفنم-حاتتفا-د�عy-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا

1574913�-ناريإ-عم-يدودحلا  
 
• 30 September 2019, Iraq re-opened al-Qaem crossing (Google Maps) with Syria after having it closed for 

over 8 years. Source: “ ناريإ امهتف�لحل اtسكم لثمy ام�ف ا¼روس عم �½عم حتف د�عy قارعلا ,” Reuters, 30 September 2019. 
https://ara.reuters.com/article/topNews/idARAKBN1WF1OK 

 
• 02 October 2019- 4 October 2019.  Al-Muzeryeh and al-Sheeb border crossings were closed due to 

protests and unrest in Iraq. Source: “Iran says two border crossings to Iraq closed due to unrest,” Al 
Arabiya, 03 October 2019, https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2019/10/03/Iran-says-two-
border-crossings-to-Iraq-closed-due-to-unrest; “Ahead of pilgrimage, Iran border crossing closed due to 
Iraq unrest,” World News, 3 October 2019; “Iran’s Khosravi Border Crossing Reopens to Pilgrims Visiting 
Iraq,” Tasnim News Agency, 07 October 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iraq-protest-
iran/ahead-of-pilgrimage-iran-border-crossing-closed-due-to-iraq-unrest-idUSKBN1WI0OS 

 
• 25 October 2019. Al-Zarbatia border crossing (Google Maps) was closed by demonstrators for the day. 

Source: “ ناريإ عم يدودح �½عمل اyدؤم اق¼�ط نوعطقy نوجتحم ..قارعلا ,” Anadolu Agency, 25 October 2020. 
https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ 1626635�-ناريإ-عم-يدودح-�½عمل-اyدؤم-اق¼�ط-نوعطقy-نوجتحم-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا  

 
• 16 November 2019 – 23 November 2019. al-Shalamja border crossing (Google Maps) was closed (for 

personnel, but was open for goods) due to unrest in al-Basra south of Iraq. Source:”   �½عم حتف ةداعإ ..قارعلا
ناريإ عم يدودحلا ةجملاشلا ,” Anadolu Agency, 23 November 2019. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ -لودلا

1653597�-ناريإ-عم-يدودحلا-ةجملاشلا-�½عم-حتف-ةداعإ-قارعلا�ة���علا  
 
•  16 November 2019 – 25 November 2019. Al-Sheeb border crossing (Google Maps) was closed (for 

personnel, but was open for goods) due to unrest and provinces. Source:” شلاªب   �½عم حتف ةداعإ ..قارعلا
ناريإ عم يدودحلا ,” Anadolu Agency, 25 November 2019.  

 
•  20 February 2020.  Iraq extends ban. Source: “Iraq Extends Ban on Border Crossings by Non-Iraqis, “Al 

Arabiya, 23 February 2020.;“Coronavirus in Iran Prompts Fears of Spread in Iraq”, Al Monitor, 21 February 
2020. https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/02/iran-iraq-coronavirus-health.html 
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• 22 February 2020: Iraq to close all borders, crossings and ports with Iran (for Iranian citizens) until further 
notice. Source: “ �� ةمزأ ة�لخ

انوروك لوخدل اtسحت ناريإ عم دودحلا قلاغøو قارعلا � ,” Al Jazeera, 02 February 2020. 
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/healthmedicine/2020/2/22/ ��-ةمزأ-ة�لخ

عم-دودحلا-قلاغøو-قارعلا-�  
 
• 23 February 2020, Iraq extends ban. Source: Maysam Bizaer, “Neighbours Close Borders with Iran as Virus 

Concerns Rise.” Al Jazeera, 23 February 2020. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ -ذفنم-حتف-ةداعإ-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا
1654665�ناريإ-عم-يدودحلا-بªشلا  

 
• 08 March 2020- 15 March 2020, Iraq to close all 5 border crossings with Iran, for cargo. Source: “  قارعلا

yنمل تاريذحتو ناريإ عم ەدودح قلغ yخ-�
ەرفس � ,” Middle East Online, 08 March 2020. https://middle-east-

online.com/ �-خy-نمل-تاريذحتو-ناريإ-عم-ەدودح-قلغy-قارعلا
ەرفس-�  

 
• 08 March 2020, Iraqi government indefinitely closed its border to Iran and later barred Iraqi citizens living 

in Iran from returning home.  Source: “Iraq Reopens 2 Border Crossings to Help Boost Battered Iranian 
Economy.” Al Monitor, 18 May 2020. https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/05/iraq-iran-
border-trade-economy-sanction-covid.html 

 
• 16 March 2020: GoI announced full closure of its land borders and crossings, for individuals (Iraqi or not) 

and cargo starting 03/16/2020. Source: “ سرام  16 âسÖقارعلا ..انوروك ب yت¼¢.لاو ناريإ عم ة¼�½لا ەدودح قلغ ,” Anadolu 
Agency, 11 March 2020. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ �ة���علا-لودلاâسÖقارعلا-انوروك-ب-yناريإ-عم-ة¼�½لا-ەدودح-قلغ-

1762273�سرام-16-ت¼¢.لاو  
 

• 28 April 2020, opened crossing with Iraqi Kurdistan and Shushmi. Source: “Update on Iran's Border 
Crossings Amid Coronavirus Outbreak,” Financial Times, 02 June 2020. 

 
• 03 May 2020, Shushmi and Sheikh Saleh, two border crossings with Iraq were reopened.  Cross-border 

travel still occurred despite the official ban. Source: Al Monitor, 
https://www.alsumaria.tv/news/ 344024�داصتقا�ا-عم-�ßÇيدودح-ن¼�½عم-حتف-ةداعا-نلعت-ناريا قارعل .  

• 06 May 2020, Iraq to partially re-open two border crossings with Iran for trade only (two unidentified days 
every week). Source: “ انوروك" ذنم هتقلغأ ناريإ عم �½عم لوأ حتف د�عت قارعلا ",” Anadolu Agency, 06 May 2020. 
https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ 1831697�-انوروك-ذنم-هتقلغأ-ناريإ-عم-�½عم-لوأ-حتف-د�عت-قارعلا�ة���علا-لودلا  

 
 
Internal Travels Bans (dichotomous) (internalbansdi): Internal travel restrictions. It is coded as follows: 0 if  no 
official bans on land and/or air travel for people and/or cargo/goods among ANY governorate, and 1 if  official bans 
on land and/or air travel for people and/or cargo/goods among SOME or ALL governorates.  
 
 
Internal Travels Bans (trichotomous) (internalbanstri): Internal travel restrictions. It is coded as follows: 0 if  no 
official bans on land and/or air travel for people and/or cargo/goods among ANY governorate; 1 if  official bans on 
land and/or air travel for people and/or cargo/goods among SOME governorates; and 2 if  official bans on land 
and/or air travel for people and/or cargo/goods among ALL governorates.  
 
 
Iraq 
 

• ~10 March 2020. Ninewa request all residents return to the governorate prior to borders being closed. 
Karbala and Najaf reportedly refusing entry to non-residents. Basra officials denies non-residents access 
without a medical examination and disclosure of their stated business in the province.  The Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG) has stated it will refuse entry to travelers arriving from federal Iraq (GOI) if 
they do not have a valid six-month KRI residency permit.   Source: OCHA.  IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation 
Report No.4, 10 March 2020. 
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• 11 March 2020: GoI announced full closure of its land borders and crossings, for individuals (Iraqi or not) 

and cargo starting 03/16/2020. Source: “ سرام  16 âسÖقارعلا ..انوروك ب yت¼¢.لاو ناريإ عم ة¼�½لا ەدودح قلغ ,” Anadolu 
Agency, 11 March 2020. https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/ �ة���علا-لودلاâسÖقارعلا-انوروك-ب-yناريإ-عم-ة¼�½لا-ەدودح-قلغ-

1762273�سرام-16-ت¼¢.لاو  
 

• ~12 March 2020.  Kurdistan Regional Government bans “non-emergency” travel between governorates. 
Source: OCHA.  IRAQ: COVID-19 Situation Report No.5 12 March 2020. 

 
• ~17 March 2020.  KRG and GOI suspended travel between governorates. Source:  OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19 

Situation Report No.6, 17 March 2020. 
 

• 17 – 23 March. GoI imposes curfews and travel restrictions between provinces. Source: “  ة�قارعلا ةموكحلا
19-د�فوك راش*نا نم دحلل ةدyدج تاءارجإ نع نلعت ,” Government of Iraq, 16 March 2020 

 
• 23 – 28 March. GoI extends curfews and travel restrictions between provinces. Source: “  ددمت ةمزلأا ة�لخ

�� لاوجتلا رظح
انوروك سوÇ½ف راش*نا نم دحلل ة�فاضا تاءارجإ ةلسلس نع نلعتو قارعلا � ,” Government of Iraq, 22 March 

2020 
   

• 28 March- 11 April. GoI extends curfews and travel restrictions between provinces. Source: “  ءارزولا سلجم
لاوجتلا رظح دyدمت ررقy ،انوروك سوÇ½ف نم دحلا تاءارجإ ثحtي ,” Government of Iraq, 26 March 2020 

 
• 11 - 18 April. GoI extends curfews and travel restrictions between provinces. Source: “ -19 ا�لعلا ةنجللا : د�فوك

�� لاوجتلا رظح  لمعلا ددمت ة�نطولا ةملاسلاو ةحصلل
قارعلا � ,” Government of Iraq, 08 April 2020 

 
• 18 April – 22 May. GoI extends curfews and travel restrictions between provinces. Source: “ : 19- د�فوك

�� تاÇ½يغت نع نلعy قارعلا
لاوجتلا رظح تاعاس � ,” Government of Iraq, 20 April 2020 

 
• 22 May – 6 June. GoI extends curfews and travel restrictions between provinces. Source: “ -19 قارعلا : د�فوك

yلماشلا لاوجتلا رظح ددم ,” Government of Iraq, 31 April 2020 
 

• 6 June – indefinitely. GoI extends curfews and travel restrictions between provinces. Source: “ : 19- د�فوك
لماشلا لاوجتلا رظح ددمت ة�نطولا ةملاسلاو ةحصلل ا�لعلا ةنجللا ,” Government of Iraq, 31 April 2020 

 
• ~26 April 2020. KRG eased the total prohibition on movement between governorates in KRI; there is an 

online application form that citizens can submit to petition for permission to carry out critical travel.  
Source: OCHA. IRAQ: COVID-19, Situation Report No.11, 26 April 2020. 

 
• 4-9 May 2020.  Source: COVID-19 Alert: Iraq Lockdowns Kirkuk Governorate Through May 9, Imposes 

Nationwide Vehicle Restrictions. Worldaware, 4 May 2020.  
 
Syria – GoS 
 

• 22 March 2020. GoS announced the suspension of all public and private mass transportation within 
provinces starting 20:00 03/23/2020 and between different provinces starting 20:00 03/24/2020. Source: 
“ نحشلا تارا�س ءانث*سا  نانبل نم �ßÇمداقلا ةكرح مامأ رباعملا عيمج قلاغإ :ة�لخادلا ةرازو ,” SANA, 22 March 2020. 
https://sana.sy/?p=1127182; “ �� اهن�óو تاظفاحملا لخاد صاخلاو ماعلا �2امجلا لقنلا لئاسو فاقyإ :ءارزولا سلجم

 راطإ �
انورو.ل يدصتلا ,” SANA, 22 March 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1127063 

 
• 27-29 March 2020. GoS announced a full travel ban between provinces starting 14:00 on 03/29/2020 until 

further notice 
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• 31 March-April 2020.  GOS announced another full travel ban between provinces starting 18:00 
03/31/2020 until 04/16/2020. Source: “ �� فا¼رلأاو قطانملا عيمجو تاظفا

حملا زÚارم �ßÇب لقنتلا عنم  رارق تاقولأا عيمج �
مداقلا دحلأا رهظ ة�ناثلا ةعاسلا نم Óاراtتعا ,” SANA, 27 March 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1129370; “  رظح :ءارزولا سلجم

روجلأاو بتاورلا عفد م�ظنتل ة�لآ دامتعاو ..ناسªن É¾ 16حو مداقلا ءاثلاثلا ءاسم ةسداسلا نم Óاراtتعا تاظفاحملا �ßÇب لوجتلا ,” SANA, 
29 March 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1129881 

 
• 02 April 2020.  GoS announced a full isolation of al-Sayda Zainab district south of Damascus until further 

notice. Source: “ لماØ لÁشâ قشمد ف¼ �ب ب"¼ز ةد�سلا ةنيدم لزع اهل ةع اتلا تاهجلا نم بلطت ة�لخادلا ,” SANA, 02 April 
2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1131572 
 

• 15 April 2020.  GoS extended travel restrictions between provinces until 05/02/2020, with the exception 
of 04/20 & 04/21.  Source: “ل ��اثلا ¾Éح تاظفاحملا �ßÇب لقنتلا رظح دyدمت

tقملا راyأ نم � ,” SANA, 15 April 2020. 
https://sana.sy/?p=1137016; “  لوجتلا رظح قيبطتب ددش*لا :انوروك سوÇ½فل يدصتلا تاءارجÆب ��Éعملا �Ïوكحلا ق¼�فلا

�ßÇمداقلا ءاثلاثلاو �ßÇنثلاا تاظفاحملا �ßÇب لقنتلا  �ßÇنطاوملل حامسلاو ةضورفملا تاقلاغلإاو ,” SANA, 04 April 2020. 
https://sana.sy/?p=1137727 

 
• 16 April 2020. GoS extended the suspension of all public and private mass transportation within provinces 

until 05/02/2020.  Source: “ مداقلا راyأ  2 �� �©خادلا لقنلا فاقyإ دyدمت
 É¾ ,” SANA, 16ح صاخلا �2امجلا لقنلاو تاظفاحملا �

April 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1137337 
 

• 28 April 2020. GoS allowed traveling between cities and towns within the same province outside curfew 
hours. Source: “ �2امجلا لقنلا لئاسو فاقyإ رارمتسا عم فا¼رلأاو ندملا زÚارم �ßÇب صاخشلأا لقن*ب حامسلا :ة�لخادلا ةرازو ,” 
SANA, 28 April 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1142912 

 
• 02 May 2020. GoS extended the travel ban between the provinces until further notice. Source: “  ة�لخادلا

رخآ راعشإ ¾Éحو هخ¼رات نم Óاراtتعا تاظفاحملا �ßÇب لقنتلا رظح ددمت ,” SANA, 02 May 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1144743 
 

• 07 May 2020. GoS allowed the resumption of public and private mass transportation within provinces 
starting 05/10/2020 for three months. Source: “ ïعاطقلا  �2امجلا لقنلا طئاسو عيمج لمع ل�هسßÇ� صاخلاو ماعلا ,” 
SANA, 07 May 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1146707 

 
• 14 May 2020. GoS left the ban on travel between provinces between 05/19/2020 and 05/30/2020. 

Source: “ 30  ةyاغل مداقلا ءاثلاثلا نم Óاراtتعا تاظفاحملا �ßÇب لقنتلا رظح ءاغلإ :انوروك ءا�¢ل يدصتلا تاءارجÆب ��Éعملا �Ïوكحلا ق¼�فلا
راyأ ,” SANA, 14 May 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1150570 

 
• 25 May 2020. GoS decided to end the travel ban within Syria starting on 05/26/2020 

Source: “  دغ نم Óاراtتعا لماØ لÁشâ ضورفملا �©�للا لوجتلا رظح ءاغلإ :انوروك سوÇ½فل يدصتلا تاءارجÆب ��Éعملا �Ïوكحلا ق¼�فلا
تاظفاحملا �ßÇب لقنتلا عنم عفرو ,” SANA, 25 May 2020. https://sana.sy/?p=1155552 

 
Syria – Kurdish Self-Administration 
 

• 19 March 2020.  The Self Administration announced a travel ban between all main cities starting 6:00am 
03/21/2020. Source: “ �� لاوجتلل ارظح ضرفت ة�تاذلا

اهقطانم عيمج �  .Kurdistan24, 19 March 2020 ”, ةرادلإا
https://www.kurdistan24.net/ar/news/53b173ea-aa55-482a-8b16-570a02c72658 

 
• 21 April 2020. The Self Administration extended the travel limitations for 10 days from 04/22/2020 to 

05/01/2020 with exceptions for transportation of food, fuel products, medicine, and cleaning products 
while continue to impose closure on all crossings. Source: “ دويقلا نم اد¼¤م عفرتو لاوجتلا رظح ددمت ة�تاذ لا ةرادلإا ,” 
Kurdistan24, 21 April 2019. https://www.kurdistan24.net/ar/news/07836e9d-8d48-4ba4-97c6-
70eabe8e7934 
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• 30 April 2020. The Self Administration extended the same travel limitations for 10 days from 05/02/2020 
to 05/11/2020. Source: “ ة�فاضإ ماyأ ةìíعل لاوجتلا رظح ددمت ة�تاذلا ةرادلإا ,” Rudaw, 30 April 2020. 
https://www.rudaw.net/arabic/kurdistan/300420203 

 
• 11 May 2020. The Self Administration allowed for travel within its territory (except for Hasaka province) 

while continuing to keep the crossings closed 
Source: “ �� ةلاصلا  حمسï ة�تاذلا ةرادلإا ..لوجتلا رظح تاءارجإ ف�فخت عم

دجاسملا � ,” Enab Baladi, 13 May 2020. 
https://enabbaladi.net/archives/383950 

 
• 17 May 2020. The Self Administration decided to re-open the Tayha and Tabqa crossings with GoS starting 

05/19/2020 until 05/26/2020. However, GoS, kept the crossings closed from its side. Source: “  تاوق
�� ةهياتلا �½عم حتف ضفرت ة¼روسلا ةموكحلا

جبنم � ,” North Press Agency, 19 May 2020. 
https://npasyria.com/blog.php?id_blog=9906&sub_blog=12&name_blog= ت20%ة¼روسلا20%ةموكحلا20%تاوق

��20%ةهياتلا20%�½عم20%حتف20%ضفر
جبنم�%20  

 
• 26 May 2020.  The Self Administration kept all crossings closed except for the Tayha and Tabqa crossings 

with GoS. Source: “ لوجتلا رظح ددمت ا¼روس قñíو لامشل ة�تاذلا ةرادلإا ..انوروك ,” Russia Today Arabic, 26 May 2020. 
https://arabic.rt.com/middle_east/1118036- ��-ة�تاذلا-ةرادلإا

-ةهجاوم-نمض-لاوجتلا-رظح-ددمت-ا¼روس-قñíو-لامش-�
دسلأا تاوق عم رباعملا نم د¼¤م حتف  Óادyدج Óارارق ذختت ة�تاذلا ةرادلإا ..ةقرلا برغ Óا�½عم اهحتف دع “ ;�انوروك ,” Watan FM, 30 

May 2020. https://watan.fm/news/syria-news/144921 �ةقرلا  
 

Egypt 
 

• 19 March 2020. GoE suspends flights in and out of Egypt for until 31 March 2020, and then extends it until 
15 April 2020. Source: “ مهنطو �إ ةدوعلل ةرئاط Ç½جأت �� نوركفy ¿م  نو¼رو.لا ..ناÇ½طلا ةكرح قيلعت دع ا ,” al-Mal News, 
29 March 2020. https://almalnews.com/ ي-¿م -نو¼رو.لا-ناÇ½طلا-ةكرح-قيلعت-دع  / 

 
• 25 March 2020. GoE imposed a ban on travel on all public roads and suspension public transportation 

from 19:00 to 06:00 for two weeks. Source: “ قنلا لئاسو فاقøyو �ßÇنطاوملا ةكرح رظح نلعت ةموكحلا نم صاخلاو ماعلا ل
 ةعمجلا Ïوي ماتلا قلغلاو احاtص É¾ 6حو ءاسم 5 نم ة¼راجتلا لاحملا قلغو ..دغ نم هyاد  �ßÇعوبسأ ةدمل احاtص É¾ 6حو ءاسم 7

ةساردلا ل�طعت دمو ..تÖسلاو ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 24 March 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/3/24/- ماعلا - لقنلا - لئاسو - فاقøyو - �ßÇنطاوملا - ةكرح - رظح - نلعت - ةموكحلا
4686364 �صاخلا  و
 

• 09 April 2020. GoE extended the ban on travel on public roads and the suspension of public 
transportation until 23 April 2020 and changed the hours to be from 20:00 to 06:00. Source: “  ررقت ةموكحلا

ل¼�بأ É¾ 23ح احاtص 6 ـل ءاسم 8 نم لوجتلا رظح دم ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 08 April 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/8/ 4714207�6-ـل-ءاسم-8-نم-لوجتلا-رظح-دم-ررقت-ةموكحلا  
 

• 20 April 2020. GoE suspends public transportation on Sham Ennessim holiday. Source: “  نلعy ءارزولا سªئر
 �ßÇب تلاحرلا تاس�ª¢توأو ماعلا لقنلا لئاسو عيمج فاقyإ ..م�س"لا مش �� تÖسلاو ةعمجلا Ïويب ةصاخلا ة�ئاقولا تاءارجلإا قيبطت

عراوشلا  ةكرحلا �� مÁحتلا  ة�لخادلل ه�جوتو ..لtقملا �ßÇنثلاا موي تاظفاحملا ,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 16 April 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/16/ -ةعمجلا-Ïويب-ةصاخلا-ة�ئاقولا-تاءارجلإا-قيبطت-نلعy-ءارزولا-سªئر

4728962�تÖسلاو  
 

• 23 April 2020. GoE extends the travel restrictions throughout Ramadan to be from 21:00 to 06:00 until the 
end of Ramadan. Source: “8 ءاسم ةعساتلا نم لاوجتلا -al-Youm al ”, رظح اهزربأ ناضمر �� ةموكحلا اهتذختا تاءارجإ
Sabea, 23 April 2020. https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/23/8--ا هزربأ - ناضمر -�� - ةموكحلا - اهتذختا - تاءارجإ
4740300 �نم - لاوجتلا - رظ “ .ح ناضمر ةyاهن ¾Éح احاtص  6 9  �إ ءاسم -al-Youm al ”, نم لاوجتلا رظح رارق  لمعلا رارمتسا
Sabea, 07 May 2020. https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/7/ -�إ-ءاسم-9-نم-لاوجتلا-رظح-رارق -لمعلا-رارمتسا

6/4763184  
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• 17 May 2020. GoE extends the travel restrictions throughout Eid holiday 24 May 2020 – 29 May 2020 to 
be from 17:00 to 05:00. Source: “,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 17 May 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/17/ 4778519�دحلأا-ءاسم-5-نم-د�علا-للاخ-لاوجتلا-رظح-ةموكحلا-ويد�ف  
 

• 19 May 2020. GoE extends the travel restrictions from 30 May 2020 for 15 days from 20:00 to 06:00. 
Source: “ 30  نم ويام ا رظح :دكؤتو ..ويام نم ةyاد  لاوجتل  28 23  سªمخلا ¾Éح ويام  تÖسلا نم رطفلا د�ع ةزاجإ نلعت ةموكحلا

فلاخملل ه�نج فلاآ 4 ةمارغو ت#ش"ملاو قاوسلأا  ىراtجإ ةمامÿلا ءادترا :رذحتو ..اموي 15 ةدمل ءًاسم ةنماثلا ,” al-Youm al-
Sabea, 19 May 2020. 17 May 2020. GoE extends the curfew throughout Eid holiday 24 May 2020 – 29 May 
2020 to be from 17:00 to 05:00. Source: “,” al-Youm al-Sabea, 17 May 2020. 
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/17/ 4778519�دحلأا-ءاسم-5-نم-د�علا-للاخ-لاوجتلا-رظح-ةموكحلا-ويد�ف  
 

• 11 June 2020. GoE extended the travel restrictions from June 14 2020 to June 30 2020 from 20:00 to 
04:00. Source: “ لاوجتلا رظحو دجاسملا  ةلاصلاو ناÇ½طلا ةدوع  قلعتت مويلا ةموكحلل تارارق  7  ,al-Youm al-Sabea ”, ..ويد�ف
11 June 2020. https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/6/11/- ناÇ½طلا - ةدوع  - قلعتت - مويلا - ةموكحلل - تارارق -7- ويد�ف
4819135 �دجاسملا  - ةلاصلا  و
 

• 11 June 2020. GoE to allow flights into touristic destinations in Egypt with the least COVID19 cases.. 
Source: “ لاوجتلا رظحو دجاسملا  ةلاصلاو ناÇ½طلا ةدوع  قلعتت مويلا ة موكحلل تارارق  7  al-Youm al-Sabea, 11 ”, ..ويد�ف
June 2020. https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/6/11/- ةلاصلاو - ناÇ½طلا - ةدوع  - قلعتت - مويلا - ةموكحلل - تارارق -7- ويد�ف
4819135 �دجاسملا   

 
 
Aid Variables: 
 
US Security Aid Total (securityaidtotal): Total amount per year (USD), of US congressional budget allocation for 
security aid to the country. 
 
Note: For military aid, we primarily rely on the Security Assistance Monitor, a project of the Center for International 
Policy (CIP) http://securityassistance.org/.  These data report the actual congressional allocations for a given 
category to a given country.  These figures do not indicate if the entire allocation was spent or what the specific 
programs that were funded under each category are. (For example, they report the total congressional allocation 
per year to the category of Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism, Demining. and Related Programs (NADR)).    Note also 
that the military aid for each country does not account for any expenditures from the categories of arms sales or 
trainees because these are only available by the CIP for 2019.  Furthermore, the individual country figures do not 
account for expenditures from the category of “Global” which is the amount unaccounted for in each category after 
expenditures for each country have been subtracted from the total allocation.   
 
Note: For economic aid, Congressional budget allocation data are only available by security assistance until 2017.  
We have not found another source that comprehensively collects and reports all congressional budget allocations 
for humanitarian data from the US.   
 
 
Economic Aid USAID (economicaidusaid): total amount (USD) of US foreign economic aid managed by domestic US 
agencies, by fiscal year, reported by USAID.1 
 
Humanitarian Aid UNFTS (humanitarianaidunfts): total amount (USD)s of US foreign economic aid committed or 
contributed to be managed by international agencies, by fiscal year, reported by the UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Financial Tracking Service. 

 
1 This total excludes the “state” sub-agency category of Political-Military Affairs because the congressional 
allocation funding this category, Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism, Demining and Related Programs, is accounted 
for in the variable, securityaidtotal. 
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Note: There are multiple types of humanitarian aid data, managed by multiple different agencies and multiple 
sources for these data (USAID, UN, State) these agencies don’t’ necessarily report the same data or in the same way.  
For example, USAID reports granular data on economic grant programs managed by various US agencies (USAID, 
STATE, DOD) as it is allocated by program.  However, it is not clear whether these data (grant programs) 
comprehensively accounts for the amount in the entire Congressional budget allocation for aid money to be 
managed by US organizations.  Furthermore, USAID data does not account for grants managed by IGOs like the 
Organization of American States.  Consequently, with respect to economic aid data we report overall figures gleamed 
from USAID and UNFTS https://fts.unocha.org/.  These data likely report accurately differences between countries 
from specific aid programs (domestic vs. non-domestic).  However, individually they may not comprehensively 
account for inflow of all aid into a given country from the US. In a few cases aid is double counted because it is 
contributed to a group of countries including more than one of the countries in our sample. 
 
COVID-19 Aid UNFTS (covidaidunfts):  Total amount of US foreign economic aid committed or contributed to COVID-
19, to be managed by international agencies, by fiscal year, reported by the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Financial Tracking Service.  Source: https://fts.unocha.org/.  There is no aid in 2020 for 
Egypt according to this Source. Last accessed June 6th 2020.   
 
COVID-19 Aid State (covidaidstate): Total amount of US foreign economic aid for COVID-19 to a given country. 
Source: https://www.state.gov/update-the-united-states-is-continuing-to-lead-the-response-to-covid-19/2 
 
 
Non-COVID Related Variables 
 
Ramadan (Ramadan): coded 1 if any part of the week falls within the month of Ramadan and 0 otherwise.  
 
Syria  
 

• 2019 
06 May 2019 - 05 June 2019. Source: “2019  .Al-Alam TV, 05 May 2019 ”, ناضمر رهش ماyأ لوأ نلعت ا¼روس
“ �� رطفلا د�ع ماyأ لوأ ءاثلاثلا

ة�ملاسلإاو ة���علا لودلا نم ددع � ,” Al Jazeera, 03 June 2019. 
• 2020 

24 April 2020 - 23 May 2020. Source: “ �� ناضمر
ا¼روس �  .Syria News, 23 April 2020 ”, رهش ماyأ لوا ةعمجلا

“ ة�ملاسلإا لودلا لج  رطفلا د�ع ماyأ لوأ دحلأا ,” Al Jazeera, 23 May 2020. 
 
Iraq 
 

• 2019 

Sunni Communities: 06 May 2019 - 04 June 2019.  Source: “  �� كراtملا ناضمر رهش ماyأ لوأ ..�ßÇنثلاا
قارعلا ,” Alyoum Alsabe’, 04 May 2019. “ ��

�� ناد�ع ..قارعلاو نم�لاو ا¼روس �
دحاو نطو � ,” Al Jazeera, 03 June 

2019. 

Shiaa Communities: 07 May 2019 - 05 June 2019.  Source: “2019 -Al ”, ناضمر رهش ماyأ لوأ نلعت ا¼روس
Alam TV, 05 May 2019. “ ��اتسªسلا بتكم ..قارعلا

� yأ لوأ ءاع�رلأا نلعyرطفلا د�ع ما ,” Anadolu Agency, 04 
June 2019. 

• 2020 

 
2 The total amount for Iraq changed between June 4 and June 10 from 44 million to 30 million.  We use the latter 
figure as we assume that is more up to date. 



 17 

Sunni Communities: 24 April 2020 - 23 May 2020.  Source: “ �� ��Éسلا فقولا
 رهش ماyأ لوأ ددحy قارعلا �

ناضمر ,” Al-Hurra TV, 22 April 2020. “ ة�ملاسلإا لودلا لج  رطفلا د�ع ماyأ لوأ دحلأا ,” Al Jazeera, 23 May 
2020. 

Shiaa Communities under Sadr: 25 April 2020 - 23 May 2020.  Source: “  وه لtقملا تÖسلا :ردصلا بتكم
ناضمر رهش ةرغ ,” Baghdad Today, 23 April 2020. “ ��اتسªسلا فلاخy ردصلا ..د�علا لوح نومسقني قارعلا ةع�ش

� ,” 
Arabi 21, 23 May 2020. 

Shiaa Communities under Sistani: 25 April 2020 - 24 May 2020.  Source: “ ��اتسªسلا
� yسلا نلعÖلوأ ت 

ناضمر رهش ماyأ ,” Al-Hurra TV, 23 April 2020. “ ��اتسªسلا فلاخy ردصلا ..د�علا لوح نومسقني قارعلا ةع�ش
� ,” 

Arabi 21, 23 May 2020. 

Egypt 

• 2019 
06 May 2019 – 05 June 2019. Source: “ ا¼�جه  1440 -al ”, ءاتفلإا راد ماعل ناضمر رهش ماyأ لوأ ادغ نلعت ة¼¿ملا
Youm al-Sabea, 05 May 2019. “ رطفلا د�ع ماyأ لوأ ءاع�رلأاو ناضمر 30 ءاثلاثلا ادغ نلعت ءاتفلإا ,” al-Youm al-
Sabea, 03 June 2019. 

• 2020 
24 April 2020 – 24 May 2020. Source: “ ا¼�جه

Ó
 1441  al-Youm ”, لوأ ةعمجلا :ءاتفلاا راد ماعل ناضمر رهش ماyأ

al-Sabea, 22 April 2020. “ رطفلا د�ع ماyأ لوأ دحلأاو ..1441 ماعل لاوش للاه ة¼ؤر توبث مدع :ءاتفلإا راد ,” al-
Masryt al-Youm, 22 May 2020. 

 
Oil Price (oilprice): Weekly Cushing, OK WTI Spot Price FOB  (Dollars per Barrel).  Source: US Energy and Information 
Administration. https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/hist/LeafHandler.ashx?n=PET&s=RWTC&f=W. Accessed 3 June 
2020. 
 
Oil Price Date (oilpricedate): The date reported of the oil prices.  
 
 
US Forces (usforces): number of reported US forces 
 
Syria 
 

• As of January 2019, the US has 2,200 troop stationed in Iraq.  President Trump ordered the withdraw of 
troops in 19 December 2018. Source:  US Department of Defense.  2019. “Operation Inherent Resolve and 
Other Overseas Contingency Operations Lead Inspector General Report to the United States Congress,” 
October 1, 2018-December 31, 2018.” Washington, DC: US Department of Defense, p. 2. 
[OIR_FY2018Q4_LEADIG_REPORT]  
 

• As of May 2019, approximately 1,100. Troops to be reduced by half by May 2019, and every 6 months until 
they number approximately 400 (200 Northeast and 200 in the Southeast). Source: “U.S. Troops Leaving 
Syria, but Some May Stay Longer Than Expected.” The New York Times, 29 March 2019.  
 

• As of October 2019, 1,110 troops (1,000 Northeast and 100 in the Southeast). US Department of Defense.  
2020. “Operation Inherent Resolve and Other Overseas Contingency Operations Lead Inspector General 
Report to the United States Congress:, October 1, 2019-December 31, 2019.” Washington, DC: US 
Department of Defense, p.V. [OIR_FY2019Q4_LEADIG_REPORT] 

 
• As of January 2020, 600 troops (500 in Northeast + 100 in East)  “Operation Inherent Resolve and Other 

Overseas Contingency Operations Lead Inspector General Report to the United States Congress:, October 
1, 2019-December 31 2019.” Washington, DC: US Department of Defense, p.37.  
[OIR_FY2019Q4_LEADIG_REPORT] 
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• No additional force reduction reported during COVID unlike in Iraq. 
 

 
Iraq 
 
Note:  
 

• As of March 2019, estimate of 5,200 troops. Source: Geneive Abdo, “Iraq Prepares to Evict U.S. Troops,” 
Foreign Policy, 20 March 2019) 

• As of October 2019: 5,000 troops. Source: Qassim Abdul-Zahra, and Zeina Karam, “Iraq: American Troops 
Leaving Syria Cannot Stay in Iraq,” Military Times, 22 October 2019. 

• As of January 2020, 5,000 troops. Source: US Department of Defense.  2020. “Operation Inherent Resolve 
and Other Overseas Contingency Operations Lead Inspector General Report to the United States 
Congress: Lead Inspector General Report to the US Congress, October 1, 2019-December 31, 2019.” 
Washington, DC: US Department of Defense, p.15. [OIR_FY2019Q4_LEADIG_REPORT] 

• As of the end of March, ~ 4800 troops. At the end of March US announced that it would withdraw 
hundreds of trainers due to COVID-19 in the coming days. Source: Paul D. Sinkman. “U.S. coalition 
suspends Iraq training over coronavirus.” US News, 20 March 2020.  

Note: The DOD stopped publishing official troop numbers in Iraq and Syria since January 2018 when the number was 
5,262. Source: Congressional Research Service Report. Department of Defense Contractor and Troop Levels in 
Afghanistan and Iraq: 2007-2018, 10 May 2019.   

 
Iran Forces (iranforces): number of reported Iranian forces 
 
Syria 
 

• Estimates prior to 2019, suggest that there was as 10,000 IRGC troop. Thus, coding the data as 3000 prior 
to July is reasonable or an underestimate. Source: Ruth Sherlock. Iran boosts support to Syria, The 
Telegraph. 21 February 2014. 

 
• As of April-June 2019, up to 3,000 IRGC troops and over 100,000 Shiaa fighters in all of Syria. Source:  US 

Department of Defense “Operation Inherent Resolve and Other Overseas Contingency Operations Lead 
Inspector General Report to the United States Congress: Lead Inspector General Report to the US Congress,”  
April 1, 2019-June 30, 2019,  Washington, DC: US Department of Defense, p. 20. 
[OIR_FY2019Q2_LEADIG_REPORT] 
 
There is no information that IRCG reducing troops or while the estimates below have been reduced.  
  

• As of January-March 2020, 1500 IRGC military personnel in all of Syria.  Source:  US Department of Defense 
“Operation Inherent Resolve and Other Overseas Contingency Operations Lead Inspector General Report 
to the United States Congress: Lead Inspector General Report to the US Congress, January 1, 2020-March 
31, 2020.” Washington, DC: US Department of Defense, p 61. [OIR_FY2020Q1_LEADIG_REPORT] 

 
Due to COVID-19, there are reports of Iran withdrawing and changes in tactics but analysts suggest the degree of 
the pullout is overestimated and that it a tactical withdrawal or redeployment at most, rather than an Iranian 
withdrawal from Syria. Iran forces numbers are small but it uses local proxies. Source: Daniel Siryoti  and Eli Leon 
“Iran starting to pull up stakes in Syria, defense officials say.” Israel Hayom, 6 May 2020; “Analysts See Little Change 
in Iran's Strategy in Syria, Despite Reports Of Withdrawal,” RFE/RFL, 15 May 2020. 
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There are also reports that Israel has taken advantage of COVID-19 to attack Iran presence in Syria. Source: Ben 
Caspit. “Iran seems to reconsider Military Entrenchment in Syria,” Al-Monitor, 5 May 2020.  
 
 
Iraq:  

• Iran has proxies forces in Iraq. But, these are unofficial Iran forces and are not counted.  The numbers are 
unknown.  

 
Syrian Democratic Forces Forces (sdfforces): number of reported Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
 
Notes: 
 

• As July 2019, 100,000 troops. Source:  US Department of Defense, “Operation Inherent Resolve and Other 
Overseas Contingency Operations Lead Inspector General Report to the United States Congress: Lead 
Inspector General Report to the US Congress, April 1, 2019 – June 30, 2019,” Washington, DC: US 
Department of Defense.p.30 [OIR_FY2019Q2_LEADIG_REPORT] 

 
• As October 2019: 100,000 troops. Source:  US Department of Defense, “Operation Inherent Resolve and 

Other Overseas Contingency Operations Lead Inspector General Report to the United States Congress: 
Lead Inspector General Report to the US Congress,  July 1, 2019-October 35, 2019,” Washington, DC: US 
Department of Defense,  p. 7. [OIR_FY2019Q3_LEADIG_REPORT] 

 
Note: The U.S. military officials number the force at 100,000, while SDF/YPG forces put it between 40,000-60,000. 
Source: Syrian Kurds outgunned but vow to inflict toll on Turkish Army,” Reuters, 9 October 2019.  The discrepancy 
may be due, in part to what type of forces are included. US military officials estimates may include both YPG fighters 
and police and other components. Thus, we have recorded the number as 60,000. There are no reports that these 
number declined in 2020.  
 
 
 
Government of Syria Forces (gosforces)=number of active full-time military personnel in Government of Syria 
(GoS) Forces  
 
2019:  

• 139,000 active military personnel. Source: 2019. Chapter Seven: Middle East and North Africa, The 
Military Balance, 119(1): 320-379, DOI: 10.1080/04597222.2018.1561033. 

• 142,000 troops: Source: “Syria Military Strength 2019,” Global Fire Power, 8 July 2019. 

 
2020: 

• 169,000 active military personnel. Source:  2020. Chapter Seven: Middle East and North Africa, The 
Military Balance, 120(1): 324-387. DOI: 10.1080/04597222.2020.1707968. 

• 142,000 troops. Source: “Syria Military Strength 2020,” Global Fire Power, 08 March 2020. 

 
 
Government of Iraq Forces (GOI) (goiforces): number of active full-time military personnel Government of Iraq 
(GoS) Forces 
 

• 2019: 64,000 active military personnel. Source: 2019. Chapter Seven: Middle East and North Africa, The 
Military Balance, 119(1): 320-379, DOI: 10.1080/04597222.2018.1561033. 
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• 2020: 193,000 active military personnel. Source:  2020. Chapter Seven: Middle East and North Africa, The 
Military Balance, 120(1): 324-387. DOI: 10.1080/04597222.2020.1707968. 

 
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) (pmfforces): number of reported Popular Mobilization Forces. (PMF) 
 

• As of July 2019, 130,000 - 150,000. Source: US Department of Defense, “Operation Inherent Resolve and 
Other Overseas Contingency Operations Lead Inspector General Report to the United States Congress, 
July 1, 2019-October 25, 2019,” Washington, DC: US Department of Defense,  p. 52. 
[OIR_FY2019Q3_LEADIG_REPORT] 

 
The formal integration of GoI and PMF forces as announced on 1 July 2019. See: OIR_FY2019Q3_LEADIG_REPORT, 
p.52]. This is reflected in the data as 0 PMF forces in 2020 and approximately 130,000 increase in GOI forces. 
 
 
Government of Egypt Forces (goeforces): number of active full-time military personnel in the Government of 
Egypt (GoE) Forces 

Notes:  

• 2019: 438,500 active full-time military personnel;  Source: 2019. Chapter Seven: Middle East and North 
Africa, The Military Balance, 119(1): 320-379, DOI: 10.1080/04597222.2018.1561033. 

• 2020: 439,000 active full-time military personnel. Source: 2020. Chapter Seven: Middle East and North 
Africa, The Military Balance, 120(1): 324-387. DOI: 10.1080/04597222.2020.1707968 

 
 
Note: 
We do not include information on ISIS forces because ISIS estimates of force size are not valid due to the elaborate 
tunnels, they use, which  make it hard to estimate their numbers with  satellite images, the lack of an enforced 
borders between Syria and Iraq as well as sleeper cells.  See:  Kyle Rempfer, “Low aim or intel failure? ISIS’s last stand 
shows the difficulty in estimating enemy manpower,” Flashpoints, 27 March 2019. www.militarytimes.com. Thomas 
Joscelyn: “I don’t trust any manpower estimates for jihadist groups.”, Foundation for the Defense of Democracies. 
Quoted in Flashpoints, 27 March 2019. www.militarytimes.com.  
 
Ambassador James F. Jeffrey: the numbers “are not worth the paper they’re printed on or the air the breath used 
to say.” Quoted in Flashpoints, 27 March 2019. www.militarytimes.com. 
 
Below are the US State Department estimates. (Note: ISIS lost control of its land, in in Baghuz March 2019.):    
 

• As of April 2019, 20,000-30,000 fighters, supporters, and facilitators in Syria and Iraq. Source:  US 
Department of Defense, “Operation Inherent Resolve and Other Overseas Contingency Operations Lead 
Inspector General Report to the United States Congress, January 1, 2019-March 31, 2019.”  Washington, 
DC: US Department of Defense, p.20.  [OIR_FY2019Q1_LEADIG_REPORT] 
 

• As of July 2019: 14,000 - 18,000 members in Syria and Iraq. Source:  US Department of Defense, “Operation 
Inherent Resolve and Other Overseas Contingency Operations Lead Inspector General Report to the US 
Congress, April 1, 2019-June 30, 2019,” Washington, DC: US Department of Defense,  p. 2. 
[OIR_FY2019Q2_LEADIG_REPORT]. 

 
 

• Source:  US Department of Defense, “Operation Inherent Resolve and Other Overseas Contingency 
Operations Lead Inspector General Report to the United States Congress, January 1, 2020-March 31, 2020.” 
Washington, DC: US Department of Defense, p. 4.  [OIR_FY2020Q1_LEADIG_REPORT] 
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Note: The non-local government  anti-ISIS forces are as follows. In Syria, they include: SDF (sdfforces), US (usforces), 
and Iran (iranforces). It does not include Government of Syria (gosforces).  Other non-GoS forces present in Syria, 
such and Russia and Turkey, are not included because they do not primarily attack ISIS. (See: European Asylum 
Support Office. Syria Security Situation: Country of Origin Report. May 2020.) In Iraq, it includes: US (usforces).  It 
does not include Government of Iraq (goiforces) forces or Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) forces (pmfforces). The 
PMF is state-sponsored and us included among (gosforces) after integration.  
 


